
 

Remarkable Theater lives up to its name 
 

It’s 8:20 on a Saturday night and the Imperial Avenue parking lot is abuzz with activity. 
70s hits play over a loudspeaker and car radios. Toyota Siennas pull into spots next to vintage 
BMWs. Teenagers settle into cozy trunks with pizza, ice cream and CVS snacks. Parents boost 
kids onto minivan roofs, keeping a watchful eye as they set up foldable lawn chairs. It’s a 
vibrant, friendly scene, each group its own self-contained ecosystem. Suddenly, the music cuts 
off, and the towering screen flicks on. There’s a scramble to turn off headlights, hush rowdy 
children and tune into 90.9 FM.  

After months of media consumed on phone screens, iPads and home TVs, the 
moviegoing experience has been restored. The Remarkable Drive-In is open for business, 
projecting fan-favorite films straight to the heart of downtown Westport.  

The Remarkable Drive-In’s story and mission is, in short, remarkable.  
“[The Remarkable Theater] is a group formed to build an art house movie theater in 

downtown Westport that will employ people with disabilities,” Marina Derman, non-profit director 
and drive-in manager, said.  

This mission is made apparent in both the theater’s presentation and its inner-workings. 
Before each film, a short video plays, highlighting disabled members of the community, many of 
whom volunteer at the drive-in itself. Disabled and abled volunteers work alongside each other, 
fulfilling a number of tasks required to keep the theater running smoothly.  

“We give a stipend to our volunteers with disabilities who we’ve had working since day 
one,” Derman said. “We wanted to make sure we had that support for the disability community 
from the very beginning.”  

Dylan Curran ’20, who has been volunteering since the first showing, was both featured 
in the video and present at the screening, greeting incoming cars with a smile on his face.  

“I help with greeting people, I do the check-ins, I help with directing people to exits,” 
Curran said. “It’s a fun time here. You meet new people, you hang out together and you get to 
watch awesome movies.” 

Volunteering is open to all who are interested, attracting a diverse crowd. Teens, young 
adults and parents donning Remarkable Theater t-shirts and reflective vests mingle before the 
show, discussing strategies for directing cars and enforcing social distancing.  

“I was drawn to the Remarkable Drive-in because they stood out in terms of their mission 
and end goal,” Danny Graziano, a junior at Ludlowe, said. “Their employment of disabled 
people is fantastic, and on top of that we’re really lacking in an art house movie theater around 
here. Both parts of their mission are just really good for the community.”  

This community-centered mission is apparent once the gates open. As cars pile into the 
lot, an overwhelming feeling of excitement among patrons builds. Masked moviegoers lean out 
of car windows to wave at friends they haven’t seen in months due to the coronavirus and 
strangers strike up conversation from designated parking spots. “The audience makes it,” Doug 
Tirola, Vice President and Creative Director of the non-profit, said. “Honking your horn is our 
way of doing applause. When the movie’s ended, we have some messaging about the 
individuals with disabilities who work here, and you hear this big cacophony of honking. It’s the 
sound of people coming together.”  



 

This environment, along with popular movie choices such as ‘Scream,’ ‘Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off’ and ‘Jaws’ is appreciated by moviegoers young and old. Maizy Boosin ’21 first 
attended the drive-in’s sing-along screening of ‘Mamma Mia.’ This screening was popular with 
Staples Players, who had performed the musical at Staples last fall.  

“It was super fun to hear the music and see everyone dancing, more so than an actual 
movie theater,” Boosin said. “Everyone was dancing even if they weren’t in the show.” 

The Remarkable Theater’s team has high hopes for the future. In the long term, they 
plan to build a culturally rich, community focused movie theater that provides employment and 
maximum accessibility to disabled community members. In the short term, they plan to continue 
doing what they do best: providing a safe, fun night of entertainment to viewers of all ages.  

 
 
 

 


